
COMPOSTABLE ALTERNATIVES TO SINGLE USE PLASTIC PRODUCTS
From July 2021, Italy is banning some single use plastic products for which reusable alternatives are available, with the aim of reducing 
plastic waste in the environment. When the replacement of these products with reusable ones is impossible, they should be replaced with 

single use compostable products that comply with the European standard UNI EN 13432. These products can be disposed of as organic waste 
and transformed into compost, a natural fertilizer, through an industrial process. The compostability certification also guarantees that the 

product doesn’t contain any heavy metals or potentially toxic substances.
Compostable products for food service can be made of different materials, which have different characteristics such as heat and water 

resistance. For this reason, it’s important to ask specific information to suppliers to choose the right product for your needs.

COMPOSTABLE BIOPLASTICS:
Compostable bioplastics can be thrown in the organic waste bin. Products made of bioplastic look similar to those 
made of plastic and it’s not easy to distinguish them. You can recognize compostable products thanks to the 
compostability certification UNI EN 13432. Transparent bioplastics (currently, PLA is the most used) have low heat 
resistance, while non-transparent ones can be used for hot food. Bioplastic films are also used as a coating for 
paper products, to make them more resistant to oil, fat, water and wet food.
What products are available in bioplastic?
Food containers, glasses, plates, cutlery, sauce boxes and straws.

WHERE SHOULD I THROW IT?           ORGANIC WASTE

CELLULOSE PULP:
cellulose pulp is made by processing various types of plants, such as sugar cane. Products made of cellulose pulp 
can be disposed of in the organic waste bin when they have a compostability certification.
What products are available in cellulose pulp?
Food containers, plates, lids.

WHERE SHOULD I THROW IT?          ORGANIC WASTE
 

PAPER AND CARDBOARD:
Products made of paper or cardboard, including napkins, can be thrown in the organic waste bin if they haven’t 
been treated with chemical additives or inks. They still need to have a compostability certification to be disposed of 
as organic waste. These products may also be made of cardboard with a bioplastic film coating, which makes them 
more robust and resistant to water while remaining compostable.
What products are available in paper and cardboard?
containers for food, including fried food, glasses, plates

WHERE SHOULD I THROW IT? 
ORGANIC WASTE

PAPER Is it clean?

Is it dirty?

GREASE-RESISTANT PAPER:
Compostable alternatives for grease 
resistant paper also exist, such as straw 
paper for fried food or coupled paper for 
sandwiches and hamburgers.

WHERE SHOULD I THROW IT?

ORGANIC WASTE

WOOD:
Cutlery and chopsticks may also be made of 
wood. If they have a compostability 
certification, they can be disposed of as 
organic waste, together with food residues.

WHERE SHOULD I THROW IT?

ORGANIC WASTE

How to recognize a compostable product?

Compostable products are certified according to the European standard UNI EN 
13432 by certification bodies. As well as this code, the product must display the 
logo of one of the certification bodies (one of the three images), the word 
“compostable” and the manufacturer’s license number. The manufacturer must be 
able to provide a compostability certification of each product.
 

The Consorzio Italiano 
Compostatori (CIC) (Italian 
Composting Consortium) 
identifies compostable 

products through its logo 
“Compostabile CIC”.

“OK Compost” is TÜV 
Austria’s certification 

logo. In December 2017, 
TÜV Austria acquired the 

Belgian composting 
organization, Vinçotte nv.

DIN CERTCO is a 
certification body 
recognized by TÜV 

Rheinland and it provides 
the logo “DIN Geprüft 

Industrial Compostable”.
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